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Get to know me questions:
#  What prejudices do you observe in society today? How do they affect the church?

# Has there been a time when you were able to enter into the joys of others? Has there been a
time in your life where somebody entered into your joys and it brought encouragement?

8  Have you had a time in your life when you had difficulty not being prejudiced in a situation?
If so, share with the group.

Into the Bible questions:

What is the definition of prejudice? What are some ways believers could be tempted to be prejudice?

Read John 10:14-16. What message was Jesus trying to give his disciples? How had Peter (Acts
10:28-29, 34-35) and the early believers (Acts 10:45, Acts 11:1-3, 18) missed this message? Why do
you think they missed this message? Are any of the reasons for them missing the message applicable
to us?

Read Acts 11:19-20. Why do you think the Jewish believers from Cyprus and Cyrene witnessed to the
Gentiles in Antioch while other Jewish believers did not? Why do you think they were free of this
Jewish prejudice against the Gentiles?



Read Genesis 1:27. Considering this scripture, how could Barnabas be free from prejudice against the
Gentiles? How can understanding this scripture make us less prejudice and more effective in giving
the gospel to unbelievers, encouraging believers and being useful in general for kingdom work?

Read Acts 11:23a. Why is entering into someone’s joy a powerful form of encouragement? Why is it
difficult to sometimes enter into people’s joy?

Read Acts 11:23b and Romans 12:1. How is challenging people to live faithfully for God a form of
encouragement? Why is this form of encouragement more difficult than other forms of
encouragement like giving to people’s needs, accepting the rejected, and entering into people’s joy?

Read 1 Cor. 11:1. How does this verse show Paul was spiritually living? What would it take for one
of us to be able to say what Paul is saying in this verse?

[dRead Acts 11:24. It’s clear that Barnabas was spiritually alive. How does spiritual living empower us
to encourage people? How are people encouraged by us living spiritually?

Application questions:
v Barnabas was sent as an ambassador to the new believers at Antioch because he was not prejudiced,

entered into people’s joy, challenged people to go deep spiritually, and was alive spiritually. Which of
these areas are you strong and weak in? What do you think needs to be done to make you a better

encourager?



